
OLVER ANNOUNCES $3 MILLION FOR UMASS ANTENNA RESEARCH CENTER
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         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced today that the House has approved the fiscal year 2004 Defense Appropriations conference report containing $3 million to create a Center of Excellence in Advanced Sensor and Communications Antennas at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. The House approved the conference report last night. Olver secured the earmark for the new center in the 2004 House Defense Appropriations bill.

         The conference report is the reconciliation of the separate House and Senate Defense Appropriations bills, and represents the final version of the legislation. The Senate still needs to vote on the conference report. Then, it would go to the President's desk for a signature.

         The Center for Advanced Sensor and Communication Antennas at UMass will develop advanced antenna technology needed in future highly sophisticated systems for national defense, homeland security, wireless communications and air traffic control, among other activities. The new center will also strengthen high-tech industries in Massachusetts. 

         "UMass is a recognized leader in microwave engineering and antenna research, and this program has the potential to gain national prominence," Olver said. "This funding will help UMass explore partnerships with companies, strengthening high-tech industries in the state and region."

         The center will be a partnership between the UMass Electrical and Computer Engineering Department and the Air Force Research Laboratory Sensors Directorate at Hanscom Air Force Base. The Hanscom laboratory will conduct and direct research and development programs. UMass will provide basic and applied research support to the partnership and will educate a workforce in advanced antennas and sensor systems. 

         The new center will spawn developments needed throughout the nation and the local economy, and will help Massachusetts maintain its share of future prosperity. Advancements in technology will lead to lighter, less expensive and more capable array antennas, and more applications. Small and large businesses will benefit from the partnership, increasing high-tech employment in New England and insuring the transition of the technology to military and commercial marketplaces.

         ###
         For more information, contact Dan Schaubert, professor in the UMass Electrical and Computer Engineering Department, at 413-545-2530 or schaubert@ecs.umass.edu.
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